THE PIOUS CAT 

A cat fools the animals in the jungle by pretending to be holy 
and pious. 

A frog finds himself in a dangerous predicament with a hungry crow. 
A clever deer knows exactly what she must do to keep her 
babies safe. 

Animal stories have always been a popular and humourous way of 
pointing out human failings like gre^^ vanity, and ignorance. 

The stories in this collection are from Rajasthan. Tales that have been 
handed down over generations - changing and growing with each 
new telling. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



OH, PEAR I THE RIM OF 

the pot is still ROaNP 
MV neck! r 


STUCK WITH 
IT. 


I SAV I I LOOK GOOP 
•N IT ! A HOLV chain 
tor the holy CATl . 


THE PIOUS CAT 






BV THIS HOLV NECKLACE OF 
LORD KEPAR, I RENOUNCE THE 
OF BEASTS OF PREV. IN 
THE HOLV RIVER, LET’S 
WASH OUR SINS AWAV. COME. 
FRIEND, TWO IS BETTER 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


HE FLEW 


TO THE HOLV QANQA. 
lO WASH OFF OUR PAST. 

FOR SV THIS NECKLACE OF 
LORP KEPAR IVE VOWEP 
TO GIVE UP SIN I COME WITH 
US, BROTHER, FOR THREE IS 
^BETTER THAN TWO. 


ILL COME. OH, i’ll 
COME TOO I TOGETHER 
WE’LL BATHE IN THE 
V HOLY QANGA. y 


H LITTLE FURTHER. AW/fY THEY MET /) 
mouse . WHEN HE HEARP WHERE THEY 
WERE eOiNG — I-7-g 

' Tve always 

X ^ WANTEP to go ON 

^ / /7 (/'^ > I ^ PILGRIMAGE. I’LL 

Lf h> // !sr- /A > V ‘^•TH YOU. . 


-TILL AT NIGHTFALLy THEY 
A HUT IN THE FORE ST. [ 

LET’S REST HERE TONIGHT. 
I WILL SPEAK TO YOU 
OF PHARMA ANP KARMA. 

^jX^HEN we shall SING X 
r HYMNS. 



THE PIOUS CAT 


THE CAT PREACHEP ON, BUT HER 
MINP WAS ON OTHER THINGS. -- 


IT IS OUR PUTV 
TO PROTECT THE 
LIVING. TO KILL 
V 15 SINFUl_ . 


SOON THE DEVOTEES 
STOOP UP. THE CAT 

HELP UP THE PI -=1 

CYMBALS I ?Li 


.-ANP BEGAN clang¬ 
ing THEM RHYTHMICALLY, 
THE DEVOTEES BEGAN 
TV PANCE. } ---1 - 15 


...WHILE THE CAT*S 
EYES WERE 
BLOOP-SHOT AS 
" SHE DRIBBLED. 


FASTER ANP FASTER WENT THE RHYTHM 
THE DEVOTEES DANCED ON IN A FRENZY ... 
























































































































































amar chitra katha 



THE PIOUS CAT 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




THE PIOUS CAT 



duer THEN 

/) P06 ENTERED 
THE HUT. I —I -: 


WHAT ARE 
UP TO, 




flPUUSTEP HER 
EARTHEN ORNAMENT. 

T" 




BUT THE POO WAS NO FOOL. 


WELL, WELL I 
A PIOUS CAT! 
MARVELLOUSI 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WHEN THE P06 MO LEFT, 

mouse 




/ 









..,HNP SHOWED IT TO THE FERCOCK 
MO THE PIGEON . 

L(X?K,/UJhfTV HRS 
SENT Y06J THIS 
RELIC OF LORP 
KEPRR. 







ONE BRIGHT, SUNNW PM, B FR06 HOPPED 
OUT OF HIS POND TO TBKE B LOOK BT 
THE WORLD BROUND HIM. i--^ 


HOW 

SERUTIFUL 
IT IS OUT 


i’ll hop 

OVER TO THAT 
CLUMP OF 
BUSHES AHP... 


IT’S EVEN 
MORE BEAUTIFUL 
UP HERE IN 
■V THE... 


... HEAVENS! 
IT’S MV OLP 
ENEMY, THE 
I CROW! 
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amar chitra katha 






VOU FOOL,VOO 
ARE ABOUT TO 
DIE AND VOU 
LAUGH < 







DANGER, MW FRIEND, 
NOT l.THE SNAKE 
WHO LIVEe HERE 
IS BEHIND you, 
POISED TO Kia. 




WITHOUT LOOKING 5f)CK, 
THE CROW TOOK OFF 
WITH THE FROG. 





I 


THE QUICK-WITTED FROG 




LOOK BEHIND 
you.THE CAT, MV 


IS ABOUT TO 

POUNCE ON you 





AFTER getting OVER H/5 FRIGHT, THE CROW 

aughtep on an image of the 1 -r—- 

QOPPESE KAU . , r- -T-. - 1 \ ^ '' '} 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




TREMBLING WITH FEfiR, THE CROW 
ONCE H6AIN TOOK FLIGHT WITH 


THE FROG IN HIS BEHK. 





WHAT’5 THIS? 
50 VOU HAVE 
NO FRIENP 
HERE TO 
HELP VOU ! 


HE EFFECTED TO HERR THE USuF)L 
HOARSE LAUGHTER FROM THE FROG, 

BUT there was silence f 


3z^: 




NO, I AM 

entirely 

AT VOOR 
MERCY.... 
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THE QUICK-WITTED FROG 


RUT WILL VOU PO ME 
A FAVOUR ? PLEASE SHARPEN 
VOUR THICK, BLUNT BEAK 
BEFORE you PIERCE ME. IT 
WILL MAKE MV DEATH LESS 

PAINFUL. 


WHV SHOULD 
I CARE ABOUT 
THAT? 




X. 











































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




ME/^NWHILB, THE CEOW R'/JS H/iPPILV 
SHARPEN/H<5 H/S BERK THINKING 
ONLi OF THE MERL RWRITING HIM. 




but there h/rs no 

ANSWER!HE TURNEQ 
ROUND AND STILL 

DID NOT REALISE 
WHAT HAD HAPPENED. 


COME, BROTHER FROG* 
MV BEftK IS SHARP 
NOW, SHARPER THAN 
A SWORD’5 EDGE* 




.■iw. 
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HE JERKED THE REINS AND JUST 
MANAGED TO AVOID RUNNING OUER 



PEAR SISTER,I CAN 
SEE VOU ARE NOT WELL. 
BUT PLEASE MOVE AND 
LET ME PASS. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




^GIVE ME THAT 

CART-LOAP OF 
MAV TO KEEP 
m VOUNQ 
ONES WARM. 


• • 


THE C/iRTTER. WfiS TfiKEN ABACK 


THE WHOLE 
CART-LOAD OF 
HAV I OH... 
WELL! ALL RIGHT, 
WOU CAN HAVE 
IT! 






' I 


THANK VOU ! 

I WILL PRAV 
j THAT VOU AND 
VOUR CHILDREN 
PROSPER! 








THEN SHE INEHT BACK TO 
THE PATH AND LA*/ POh/A/ 
THERE, QUfTE TtREP AFTER 
ALL HER WORK. \ - 


!/' 


K- 




THE PEER IMMEPI/rrELT &TARTEP BUILPING HER 
HUT NEAR A FRAGRANT SAFFRON PLANT A FEW 
^ARP3 AWAV FROA1 THE ROAP. \ - 






\ 


A 

I 


i 
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SOON A CART LAPBN WITH POORS CANE 
hurtling POWN T0WARP3 HER. 


*: -r 




L*“# 


N 






-I 


A DEER STORY 


THIS CARTER TOO, UU&T MANAGED TO STOP HIS CART IN TIME. HE WAS UERV ANGRY. 



MV BABIES WILL 
SOON BE BORN. A GOOD 
MAN GAVE ME A 

cart-load of hav to build 

A HUT BUT IT HAS 




VOU POOR 
PEER* 

I SHALL GIVE 
VOU A 
DOOR. 


THE DEER FIXED THE POOR 
IN PLACE AND SHUT IT. 




'fHEN SHE WENT ANP LAY POWN IN HER 
^UAL PLACE. THIS TIME A CART LADEN 
^ITH RICE ANP JAGGERY CAME BY. 



SHE TOLD THE DRIVER HER STORY, 


...ANP NON,\F I HAP 
RICE AND JAGGERV 
TO PLASTER THE 
WALLS AND FLOOR, 
HOW COSY MV 
LITTLE HOUSE 
WOULD BE* 
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THE DEER SET TO WORK fiND 
HRVING RLfiSTBREQ THE WALLS 
AHP FLOOR WITH RICE AHP 
JAGGERY WENT MCK TO HER 

USUAL PLACE. 


AM AR CHITRAKATHA ____ 

WHO 5H0ULP COME 3^ NEXT BUT A CARTER WITH 
- A'aoT^inJiD OF SUGAR, GHEE. PRIED GINGPo 


THINGS OUR 


needed 


I 



...COULD VOU SP/^RE 
SOME OF THE THINGS 
VOU HAVE IN VOUR 
CART e FOR THEV ARE 
EATEN BV ^OUNG 
MOTHERS AFTER. 
CONFINEMENT. 








M. 
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WHV SOME, PEAR 
SISTER? I*LL GIVE 
HOU ENOUGH TO 
LAST WOU 
MONTHS. 






THE PEER WAS NOW V£Ry HAPP^. 
ALTHOUGH SHE WAS ALONE IN THE 
WORLD AND LIVED IN THE MIDDLE 
OF A FOREST FAR FROM ALL HER 
RELATIVES, SHE HAD 
EVERYTHING SHE 


7 


/ 


SOON after^ FOUR LITTLE FAWNS 
WERE BORN. — 




F. 




/ 


\ 


\ 


\ 








y 
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A DEER STORY 



FOR FORTY PAYS SHE STAYED WITH THEM 

IN the hut. she ate the food she hap 
stored and tenderly nursed her 

LITTLE ONES. 


AT the end of THE FORTY PAYS 
SHE bathed and WORSHIPPED 
THE SUN. I- 




THEN SHE TURNED TO HER 


RH CHILPREN, > 
I MUST GO OUT TO 
GRAZE. OTHERWISE, 
l*LL BECOME WEAK 
ANP ILL. ANP THEN 
WHO WILL FEEP 

. vou ? y 


1 

I'l 

'lU 


_ w 



/ 

y 

4 

ij 





Sr 





WE WILL BE VERY 
CAREFUL, MOTHER. 
WE won’t OPEN THE 
POOR TO ANYONE 
BUT VOU. 


25 





















































































































































amar chitra katha 





A DEER STORY 





T/y£y OPENED THE DOOR IMMEPIRTELi. 


SO /iWPPV ^ERE THEH TO SEE 
HER 7HRT THE'i FORGOT TO TELL 
HER OF THE ERRLIER. VISITOR^ 



THE NE^T MORNING 


AHH... 

SHE’S 

LEAVING 



RH SWEET LITTLE ONES, 

IN THE HUT PLASTEREP 
WITH JAGGERY PECORATEP 
WITH RICE, OPEN THE 
POOR TO YOUR / 

MOTHER. 


HE INAITED FOR /) WHILE END 
THEN WENT NP TO THE POOR. 



THE CHILDREN WERE RBOUT TO OPEN THE 
POOR WHEN SUDPENLi A SWEET^ MELODIOUS 
VOICE CELLED OUT H WHRNINQ. i- 


T PON’T, c;^ 

chilpren! \ 

PON’T OPEN THE \ 
POOR ! IT’s THE 
LAME WOLF OUTSJPE 
NOT YOUR 

W MOTHER! y 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



IT HW5 A SAFFRON PLANT 7NAT HAP 
CALLEP OUT TO THEM- THE \NOLF WAS 
FURIOUS . HE PULLEP THE PLANT OUT 
dH TTS ROOTS,.. 




ABOUT TO OPEN THE POOR 


PONT, CHILPREN, 

PON’TJit'S onlv 

^ THE BAP, lame 
WOLF i 


VOU..J 






ivN 


- (J 




/ 


A 


V 


/; 


V'i 


% v% 


VI 


••V r.** 






■ \ I 




SEETHING WITH RAGE THE WOLF BURNT 
THE SAFFRON PLANT, AAIXEP THE ASHES 
WITH WATER ANP PRANK UP THE MIXTURE 



MEANWHILE, INSIPE THE HUT 





MV SWEET 
LITTLE ONES 


ISN’T THAT 

mother? 


A FEW MINUTES LATER 


that voice 

AGAIN f 




A DEER STORY 



IF IT'S THE BAP 
WOLF, THE 
SAFFRON PLANT 
WILL WARN 
. US AGAIN. A 


let's OPEN 
THE POOR 
FOR HER. 


NO 


LET 


S 


WAIT 


A 


WHILE 









IN THE EVENING, WHEN THE 
MOTHER PEER CAME HOME 


THE SAFFRON 
PLANT... 

WHERE HAS 
IT PISAPPEAREP?! 




SHE RAN OUT OF THE 
HUT TO LOOK FOR THEM. 


N V 




U 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA _ _ _ 

CRWINQ LOUPCf, SHE FOLLO WED 


TRACKS 






A DEER STORY 



AS HE FELL , HIS STOMACH BURST OPEN 


,,.OUT POPPED THE FOUR PRETT'i, 'iOUNG 
FAWNS AND A FRESH GREEN SAFFRON 




MOTHER f 


MOTHER! 




SHE PLANTep THE SAFFRON IN ITS 

Old pla^'' 



AS FOR THE WICKED, LAME WOLF, HE 
WAS NEVER HEARD OF AGAIN• 


AND EVER'i DA^ SHE WATERED FT WITH 
SWEETENED MILK. 
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